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Unit 
Introduction 

This unit introduces and applies concept creation tools and examines the 
role that research plays in developing and contextualising advanced 
practice-based projects in the creative fields of design, communication and 
digital technology. Most of the curriculum is delivered centrally to all MA 
students in the belief that the key activities of the unit – the study of 
methods and methodologies, contextual studies and reflection on research 
process – are activities that are greatly enhanced when carried out in a 
multi-disciplinary and therefore comparative context. It also encourages a 
learning culture in which exchange, mutual support and experience is 
shared between peers. Nevertheless, it is recognised that many students 
will experience and understand the concepts which they engage with in the 
unit from the perspective of their discipline, and subject specialist tutors will 
be involved to take a more strategic view and insure the Learning Plan’s 
viability in relation to the chosen subject. The approach taken is also 
underpinned by the belief that designers and communicators need to have 
a clear position in relation to the ethical questions raised by the conduct of 
research in the information age. 
 
Starting with the formulation of a lead question or area of enquiry, the unit 
focuses on the design and development of a research strategy as a means 
of envisaging and mapping out a systematic line of enquiry. The research 
strategy is evolved over the three learning cycles into a Manifesto and 
eventually into the Learning Plan. A Literature Review is undertaken as part 
of this strategy, including the exploration of significant texts and debates, as 
well as an exploration of established research methods and methodologies. 
 
Driven by an iterative process of analysis, reflection and evaluation of 
research findings, the research strategy supports and progresses the 
development of an argument to its final conclusion at the end of the 
Research Process unit, giving rise to hypotheses, concepts or project ideas 
for further investigation. These contribute to the foundation of the Learning 
Plan and ensuing units, where the research strategy continues to play a 
role in the evaluation and testing of further processes and outcomes. 
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In parallel with the development of the research strategy, students initiate a 
Project Log (in PG02 – Technology Issues) to record their learning, store 
research and reflect upon their personal development. During the second 
semester academic tutorials will help students to transform and integrate 
the Project Log and the Learning Plan into the Research Proposal (in PG04 
– Concept and Prototype) that will guide them through their masters project. 
 
Also essential to this study is the student’s understanding of his/her MA 
group as an academic community and its role in the iterative process that is 
progressing his/her line of enquiry. Therefore much effort is invested in the 
iterative process of presentation and debate, first by formulating a research 
strategy, evolve it into a Manifesto and eventually the Learning Plan which 
is holistically assessed on its presentation and submitted form.  
 
The Manifesto will help students to learn about themselves and to formulate 
their professional objectives in relation to a fast-moving global, digital 
environment. Brainstorming, discussions and debates in varying settings 
will provide a multifaceted learning experience helping students to gain 
confidence and to achieve focus. 
 
The key role of the Learning Plan is to provide a framework which will 
facilitate the development of a holistic project that both integrates research 
and evaluation methods and places these at its core. Students need to set 
their own professional goals and targets, including strategies and methods, 
details about timelines and resources and methods of evaluating their 
achievements. 

 

Project Brief 

For the research strategy element of the Learning Plan and as with the 
Formative Assessment there will be a strict maximum of 5 minutes for each 
presentation. You may present your research strategy in any way you like 
as long as it communicates your ideas clearly and succinctly. 
The presentation will examine the role that research plays in developing 
and contextualising advanced practice-based projects in the creative fields 
of design, communication and digital technology. The Presentation will 
focus on the design and development of a research strategy as a means 
of envisaging and mapping out a systematic line of enquiry. 
 
Driven by an iterative process of analysis, reflection and evaluation of 
research findings, the research strategy and manifesto supports and 
progresses the development of an argument to its final conclusion at the 
end of the Research Process unit, giving rise to hypotheses, concepts or 
project ideas for further investigation. 
 
The presentation should demonstrate that you have and can: 
• Understand what is meant by a research strategy; 
• Identify, design and implement a research strategy; 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the concept of directed research; 
• Articulate the research strategy to members of their academic community. 
 
The Learning Plan will be an online document that sets out your aims and 
objectives for your learning. It will set your own professional goals and 
targets, including strategies and methods, details about timelines and 
resources and methods of evaluating your achievements.  
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Teaching and 
Learning 

Strategies and 
E-Learning 

 
For project updates you are required to regularly check your emails and unit 
specific content in Moodle  
and PG01 Website: http://ravemapg01.wordpress.com/ 
 
The outcome is developed through student engagement with 5 weekly 
cycles of learning involving: 

 Lectures – delivered by expert course staff, invited external speakers 
and representatives from the creative industries; 

 Seminars – as a context for group discussions (of ideas and 
research); to encourage peer cohesion and review; 

 Group work and peer assisted learning – particularly during the 
‘Residential Workshop Week’ – 5 consecutive days of required 
attendance and intensive group work; 

 Formative Assessment  
 Tutorials – individual and group as appropriate. 

 
During these cycles, students are expected to engage in considerable 
independent and collaborative learning and this is structured and supported 
through a requirement to: 
 

 Conduct a Literature Review; 
 Develop and maintain an online Learning Log – as a repository for 

documentation and research and a vehicle for recording, planning 
and reflecting on their learning; using a wordpress.com website. 

Engage with the VLE and other online facilities in order to collaborate and 
network and to support them to work flexibly or at a distance if required. 
 

Learning 
Outcomes 

 
As is appropriate for creative practice based disciplines, the primary driver 
for the development of students’ subject specific and professional skills will 
be their engagement in independent and collaborative project work. 
Student’s research skills will be honed through their work on the 
development of a research strategy which will underpin their project work in 
ensuing units. 
 
Student’s develop a critical understanding of the research methods 
appropriate to their idea or area of creative experimentation and deepen 
this through an iterative process of analysis, reflection and evaluation 
during the three 5 weekly cycles of learning which characterise the unit. 
Again, the development of the online Learning Log (and the individual 
learning plan which sits within it) is a crucial vehicle for developing students’ 
skills in reflecting critically on the materials and methods with which they 
engage and integrating them in a robust personal strategy. 
 
In addition to the feedback, insights and formative advice provided by unit 
staff, the group working, collaboration and opportunities for virtual and face 
to face peer learning offered by the unit (described in section B above) 
allow students to accelerate their learning and to subject their strategies to 
the critical examination of their peers. 

http://ravemapg01.wordpress.com/
wordpress.com
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1. Demonstrate a critical understanding of significant texts and 
theoretical, contextual and ethical debates at the forefront of the 
practice-based discipline, and evaluate their relevance for his/her own 
research strategy. 

2. Evidence a critical understanding (through reflection, analysis and 
documentation) of the learning process involved in an extended study 
and practice-based project through the Learning Plan 

3. Identify, design and present a research strategy and demonstrate its 
use in underpinning a practice-based project. 

4. Demonstrate a critical understanding of established and emergent 
research methods and methodologies and be able to evaluate their 
effectiveness for his/her own research strategy/ Learning Plan and 
in the Individual Researched Text 

5. Think creatively: analyse research findings, develop conceptual 
models that lead to insights, formulate a coherent argument and draw 
conclusions that enable further enquiry. through the Learning Plan 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment 
Criteria 

Learning Plan 

 The quality, diversity and innovation demonstrated in the concept  

 The complexity and viability of the concept  

 Ability to develop a persuasive Manifesto supported by appropriate 
examples, analysis and conclusions  

 The degree of flexibility demonstrated in thinking related to new 
ideas and criticism  

 

Assessable 
Elements and 
Submission 

Requirements 

 

Assessable Elements Percentage of Final Grade 

Learning Plan 50% 

Consisting of a Research 
Strategy Presentation and 
‘Manifesto’ uploaded to 
Moodle and on to your online 
learning log which is your 
personal website using 
Wordpress.com 

 

 
 

Key Dates 
Students must refer to the detailed timetable for times regarding sessions 
and lectures. 
 

Extensions 
and Mitigating 
Circumstances 

If you have any other unforeseen and serious difficulties during this unit you 
may apply for an extension, or mitigating circumstances. Full details of how 
to do this are available from the Registry intranet site at  
http://intranet.rave.ac.uk/registry/docs/MITCIRCSFAQ.pdf 
 

../../../../../../../../../AppData/Local/Temp/Wordpress.com
http://intranet.rave.ac.uk/registry/docs/MITCIRCSFAQ.pdf
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Grading and 
Marking 

All projects at Ravensbourne College are assessed against the College 
Grading Descriptors.  (http://intranet.rave.ac.uk/quality/a_to_z.htm) 
 

Reading List 

All references must be written in the Harvard style of referencing.  Refer to 
the LRC Booklet ‘How to … Reference your work’. 
http://intranet.rave.ac.uk/support/images/Referencing_Guide.pdf 
 
Martin, James (2006) The Meaning of the 21st Century: a Vital Blueprint for 
Ensuring Our Future, Transworld Publishers/Eden Project, London. 
An optimistic book concerned with Big Issues and making connections. 
Handling a massive amount of information and a multitude of themes, it 
takes a strategic view of the world’s problems and reflects on the 
possibilities for positive solutions. A book particularly suitable for selective 
reading (407pp), but be sure to read the Preface and Appendices. 
Particularly inspirational are Chapter 19: A Great Civilisation? and Chapter 
20: Value of the Future. 
 
 
0415469023 McIntosh, P 2010  
Action Research and Reflective Practice. 
See also: http://www.infed.org/research/b-actres.htm  Routledge 
 
http://www.intute.ac.uk/ 2010 Research methods and experimental 
design. 
http://www.intute.ac.uk/cgi-bin/browse.pl?id=121087 intute 
 
0262122634 Laurel, B 2010 Design Research: Methods and 
Perspectives MIT Press 
 
1412960991 Yin, R (ed) 2008  
Case Study Research: Design and Methods  Sage Publications 
 
0563487011 Buzan, T 2003  
The Mind Map Book: Radiant Thinking - Major Evolution in Human 
Thought BBC Active 
 
 

Learning 
Support 

Learning Support is available through Student Services and includes – 
English as a second language, academic writing support and dyslexia 
support. 
 
For more information on the type of support you can access, either visit the 
Student Services Team, or see the Support for Learning brochure which 
can be downloaded from –  
http://intranet.rave.ac.uk/support/Support4Learning.htm 
 
Alternative assessment arrangements may be made or additional learning 
support arranged for students with disabilities or medical conditions which 
would impair their performance in meeting the above requirements and who 
have registered in advance with Student Support. This must be discussed 
and agreed in advance with the Subject Leader and will be reported to the 
Board of Examiners. 
 

http://intranet.rave.ac.uk/quality/a_to_z.htm
http://intranet.rave.ac.uk/support/images/Referencing_Guide.pdf
http://intranet.rave.ac.uk/support/images/Referencing_Guide.pdf
http://www.infed.org/research/b-actres.htm
http://www.intute.ac.uk/cgi-bin/browse.pl?id=121087
http://intranet.rave.ac.uk/support/Support4Learning.htm
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Re-Submission 
Requirements 

Students who fail this project, or parts thereof, will be required to complete 
a resubmission project which demonstrates that they have achieved the 
learning outcomes. 
 
Students should be aware that resubmissions are capped at an E grade (for 
University of Sussex Validation) or a bare pass grade (for City University 
London Validation) unless the mitigating circumstances panel uphold an 
evidenced application. 
 
The deadline for re-submission is: 22.03.2011 
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Ravensbourne PG01 –Schedule - MA Space/Studio 805/Atrium 
 

1. Induction Week Jeremy Gardiner, Jeremy Barr, Mark Ingham 

2. TUE  26/10/2010  10.00-13.00& 14.00-17.00 Jeremy Barr, Mark Ingham 
MA Space/Studio 805 Introduction to PG01/Show Brief and Timetable  + Presentation of 
induction project  + How to get Research Going 

3. TUE  02/11/2010  10.00-13.00& 14.00-17.00 Jeremy Barr, Mark Ingham MA 
Space/Studio 805. Constructing a Literature/Practice Review: Presentation/Seminar 
/Workshop. Questions that will be discussed: What is a Literature/Practice Review? Why do a 
Literature/Practice Review? How to do a Literature/Practice Review? + Annotated 
Bibliographies: How they are useful in understanding sources of information and keeping a 
record of the ideas generated by the research. 

4. TUE  09/11/2010  10.00-13.00& 14.00-17.00 Jeremy Barr, Mark Ingham  
MA Space/Studio 805. Research Methods 1/Action Research/Research in Action 
:Presentation/Seminar/Workshop. Questions that will be discussed: What is Action Research? 
How to use it? How you might start using it? Why it could be useful to you? Other related 
methods and methodologies. 

5. TUE  16/11/2010   Jeremy Barr, Mark Ingham, Jeremy Gardiner 
10.00-13.00  Visit to the British Library and exhibitions + registering as a reader 
14.00-17.00  Site visit to the British Museum [How to analyse a cultural institution] 

6. TUE  23/11/2010 10.00-13.00 14.00-17.00 MA Space/Studio 805 
Jeremy Barr, Mark Ingham, Jeremy Gardiner  
.Formative Assessment: Presentations of student’s nascent Literature/Practice Reviews. 
Presentation/Seminar/Workshop. Hand out MA Debate paper. 

7. TUE  30/11/2010 10.00-13.00  Jeremy Barr, Mark Ingham  
MA Space/Studio 805. Critical Analysis of texts and practices: Questions that will be discussed: 
Where does the text/practice come from? What does the text/practice include? What are the 
central arguments/motivations in the text/practice? How do all the pieces fit together?  

8. TUE  07/12/2010 10.00-13.00  Jeremy Barr, Mark Ingham  
MA Space/Studio 805. Manifestos: An introduction to a series of historical manifestos, which 
will then lead to the construction of the student’s own manifesto. 

9. TUE  14/12/2010 10.00-13.00  Jeremy Barr, Mark Ingham  
MA Space/Studio 805. The MA Debate: Today you will become a debating society. You will be 
split into teams and asked to argue for or against and series of propositions.  

10. TUE  11/01/2011 10.00-13.00  Jeremy Barr, Mark Ingham 
MA Space/Studio 805. Summative Assessment: Indentifying and Designing a Research Strategy 

11. TUE  18/01/2011 10.00-13.00  Jeremy Barr, Mark Ingham  
MA Space/Studio 805. Research Methods 2: Qualitative versus Quantitative Research: Some of 
the debates, paradigms and their uses  

12. TUE  25/01/2011 10.00-13.00  Jeremy Barr, Mark Ingham 
MA Space/Studio 805. On constructing a coherent easy to navigate document: The importance 
of the reader when writing and creating a research document. 

13. TUE  01/02/2011 10.00-13.00  Jeremy Barr, Mark Ingham  
MA Space/Studio 805. An introduction to CARD [‘dissertation’]: The relationships between 
Theory, Research and practice. How all of these can COALESCE to form a coherent yet 
multifaceted Major Project.  

14. TUE  08/02/2011 10.00-13.00  Jeremy Barr, Mark Ingham 
MA Space/Studio 805. Review of the course:  A summation of the overall aims and objectives 
of the course and how it should be used in all of the practical projects. 

15. TUE  15/02/2011 10.00-13.00  Jeremy Barr, Mark Ingham Atrium 
Summative Assessment:  Hand in Individual Researched Text + Presentation of course work. 

 
 


